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so surely do they know that In two years they
will have clothes, and in ten years houses3 as
many and as varied as they require.

It is the peasants who are most deeply con-
scious of the difference between the wretched
past and the happy present, and they comprise
the huge majority of the population. They
never tire of illustrating the contrast. Fathers
tell their children of the bad old times, and
and to-day ^ mj[sery ancj darkness of life under the Tsars:
we know something of this life from the de-
scriptions of the Russian classics. For the best
part of the year the peasants lived on hot water
and a little tea, and dry, indigestible bread.
They could neither read nor write. Their mental
equipment consisted of a scanty vocabulary for
the designation of material things, and the scraps
of mythology which the pope had brought to
them. Now these people have food in plenty.
They carry on their farming intelligently and
with increasing success. They have clothes,,
cinemas, wireless, theatres, and newspapers.
They have learned to read and write, and their
children can follow the occupation to which
they are attracted.
The recognition, therefore, confirmed by the